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My Mother at sixty-six 
                                           
Poetic devices used: 

A. Simile: 
1.her face ashen like that of a corpse 
2.wan, pale as a late winter’s moon 
 
B. Metaphor 
the merry children spilling out of their homes 
 
C. Personification 
young trees sprinting 
 
D. Repetition 
I did was smile and smile and smile…… 
 
Extract Based Questions 

Question.1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 
follow. 
Driving from my parent’s 
home to Cochin last Friday 
morning, I saw my mother, beside me 
doze, open mouthed, her face ashen like that ‘ 
of a corpse and realised with pain , 
that she was as old as she looked … 
(a) Where was the poet driving to? 
(b) Why was her mother’s face looking like that of a corpse? 
(c) What did the poet notice about her mother? 
(d) Why was the realisation painful? 

Question.2. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 
follow. 
…….and 
looked but soon 
put that thought away and 
looked out at young 
trees sprinting, 
the merry children spilling 



out of their homes,……….. 
(a) Name the poem and the poet. 
(b) What did the poet realise? How did she feel? 
(c) What did she do then? 
(d) What did she notice in the world outside? 
 

Question.3. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that 
follow. 
……….but soon 
put that thought away and 
looked out at young 
trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 
out of their homes…………… 
(a) Who looked out at the young trees? 
(b) Which thought did she put away? 
(c) What do young sprinting trees signify? 
(d) Why are the trees described as sprinting? 

Question.4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 
follow. 
I looked again at her, wan, pale 
as a late winter’s moon and felt that old 
familiar ache, my childhood’s fear, 
but all I said was see you soon, Amma, 
all I did was smile and smile and smile ………  
(a) What was the poet’s childhood fear? 
(b) What were the poet’s parting words? 
(c) What is the poetic device used in these lines? 
(d) Why did the poet smile and smile? 

Question.5. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 
follow. 
…………….and felt that old 
familiar ache, my childhood’s fear, 
but all I said was, see you soon, Amma, 
all I did was smile and smile and smile 
(a) What was the childhood fear that now troubled the poet? 
(b) What do the poet’s parting words suggest? 



(c) Why did the poet smile and smile? 
(d) Explain, “that old familiar ache.” 

 
Short Answer Type Questions 

Q1.What kind of pain does Kamala Das feel in ‘My Mother at Sixty -six’ ? 

Q2.Why are the youngsters described as springing ? 

Q3.Why does Kamala Das compare her mother to ‘a pale winter’s moon’ ? 

Q4.What was Kamala Das’s childhood fear ? 

Q5.In the last line of the poem, ‘My Mother at Sixty- six ,why does the poet use 
the word ‘smile’ repeatedly ? 

Q6.Where was the poet going and who was with her ? 

 

THE LAST LESSON 

Extract based Questions: 

I.Through the window I saw my classmates, already in their places, and M. 
Hamel walking up and down with his terrible iron ruler under his arm. I had to 
open the door and go in before everybody. You can imagine how I blushed and 
how frightened I was.  

1. Who is ‘I’ and where is he? 
2. Who is M. Hamel? 
3. What do you gather about M. Hamel  as he walks with his iron rule? 
4. Why was ‘I’ frightened? 

II.  But the thing that surprised me most was to see, on the back benches that 
were always empty, the village people sitting quietly like ourselves; 

1. Name the lesson and the author of the lesson. 
2. Where is the narrator? 
3. Who all were sitting there? 
4. Why were they sitting there? 



III. Then he stopped and leaned his head against the wall, and, without a word, 
he made a gesture to us with his hand — 

1. Who is ‘he’ in the extract? 
2. What was ‘he’ doing? 
3. What gesture did he make with the hand? 
4. How do you think he was feeling at this moment? 

 

Short Answer Type Questions 

Q1.Why did Franz not want to go to school that day ? 

Q2.Why was Franz not scolded for reaching the school late that day ? 

Q3.Why were some elderly persons occupying the back benches that day ? 

Q4. “What a thunderclap these words were to me!” (Franz).What were those 
words and what was their effect on Franz ? 

Q5.How were the parents and M. Hamel responsible for the children’s neglect 
of the French language? 

Q6. “It was all much more tempting than the rule for participles.”What did 
Franz find ‘much more tempting’ ? How did he finally react? 

Q7.Who was Wachter ? What did he ask Franz and why ? How did Franz react ? 

Q8.What three things in school surprised Franz most that day ? 

Q9.What did M. Hamel tell them about French language ? What did he ask 
them to do and why ? 

Q10.How did M. Hamel feel and behave during the last lesson ?  

 

 

 

 



THE TIGER KING 

Extract based questions 

I.This time there were no grounds for doubt. It was the infant born just ten 
days ago who had enunciated the words so clearly. The chief astrologer took 
off his spectacles and gazed intently at the baby.  

1. Who is the infant? 
2. What had the infant said? 
3. Why had he said these words? 
4. Find the word from the extract that means ‘ speak clearly’. 

II.‘‘Then I will tear up all my books on astrology, set fire to them, and…’’ 
‘‘And…’’  

1. Who are the two people in conversation? 
2. What was the astrologer told by the listener? 
3. What had the astrologer predicted earlier? 
4. What did the astrologer plan to do besides tearing up his books? 

 

III.Three famous surgeons were brought in from Madras. After holding a 
consultation they decided to operate. The operation took place.  

1. Why were the surgeons brought from Madras? 
2. Why was the operation necessary? 
3. What was the result of the operation? 
4. Name the lesson from which the extract is taken and who is the author? 

 

Short Answer type Questions 

Q1.Why was the Maharaja once in danger of losing his kingdom ? 

Q2.Why did the Maharaja have to pay a bill of three lakh rupees to the British 
jewellers ? 

Q3.Why did the Maharaja decide to get married ? 



Q4.When did the Maharaja decide to double the land tax for a village ? 

Q5.Who is the hero of the story ‘The Tiger King’ ? How may he be identified ? 

Q6.What was the great miracle that took place ?What was its result ? 

Q7.Why did the Maharaja order the dewan to double the land tax ? 

Q8.Why did the Maharaja ban tiger hunting in the state ? 

Q9.Why was the Maharaja sunk in gloom? Was he able to overpower it 
?How/How not ? 

Q10.How does the hundredth tiger take its final revenge upon the Tiger King ? 

 

 

 


